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With European Microfinance Week 
(EMW), 20th-22th November, coming up 
fast, your e-MFP Secretariat is currently 
putting the final touches to the line-up 
for what promises to be a really excit-
ing event. Following our request to 
e-MFP members for proposals for ses-
sions, we received some terrific ideas 
which have helped build a stimulating 
programme packed with front line top-
ics and inspiring speakers (more infor-
mation on page 4 and on our website 
www.e-mfp.eu). We’re delighted to 
feature in this edition of our newslet-
ter the recently announced finalists  

EDITORIAL 
Dear Members and Friends,

 
for the European Microfinance Award 
2019 “Strengthening Resilience to Climate 
Change” (page 2) and also highlight what 
you, the e-MFP members are doing in cli-
mate change resilience.  You will find the 
article in the middle of this newsletter as a 
handy resource which can be removed and 
kept for future reference. 

On page 10 there is an interesting update 
from our member SPTF on the importance 
of strategic partnerships in responsible 
digital transformation, and on page 8, 
the new book ‘A Research Agenda for 
Financial Inclusion and Microfinance’ is 
presented, a publication to which several 
of our members contributed and which 
makes a fascinating read.

 
We look forward to meeting you all at 
the European Microfinance Week in 
November. If you haven’t registered yet, 
please do so as quickly as possible – don’t 
miss the opportunity to meet your peers, 
network and keep up to date with the 
latest trends in the financial inclusion 
sector.  See you soon in Luxembourg!

Best wishes,

Christoph 
Pausch 
Executive Secretary

European 
Microfinance
Week 2019 
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On the 19th September, the Selection 
Committee for the European Microfi-
nance Award 2019 on “Strengthening 
Resilience to Climate Change” chose the 
three finalists who will go on to com-
pete for the €100,000 prize and interna-
tional exposure: APA for its index-based 
crop and livestock insurance program; 
ASKI for its disaster preparedness initia-
tive; and Financiera Fondo de Desarrollo 
Local (FDL) for its multi-focused green 
microfinance program.

The effects of climate change grow 
clearer – and more ominous – each year, 
and so the 2019 Award couldn’t be time-
lier. Extreme events – including drought, 
flooding, storms, fluctuating tempera-
tures, and other climatic changes – are 
occurring with greater frequency and 
intensity, increasing risks to health, live-
lihoods, food security, water supply, 
economic growth and human rights. It 
is the poor in developing countries who 
feel the brunt of these climatic changes 
and data from the ND-GAIN Country 
Index*  shows that the countries in which 
the selected applicants are based are 
overwhelmingly the most susceptible, 
and least prepared, for climate change 
– showing that the Award is attracting  
applications from financial service pro 

viders working with those who need 
assistance the most.

APA is an insurance company in 
Kenya that provides Index-based 
insurance to mostly smallholder and 
subsistence farmers. The agriculture 
sector is the main source of liveli-
hoods for the majority of Kenyan 
people. However, climate change is 
profoundly affecting them due to 
their low resilience and dependence 
on rain-fed agriculture – especially 
through the increased frequencies of 
flooding and droughts, and changing 
rainfall patterns. APA has responded 
to this with two products – an Index 
Based Livestock Insurance (IBLI) and 
an Area Yield Index Insurance (AYII). 
IBLI insures pastoralists against for-
age (food for grazing livestock) 
deterioration due to drought, result-
ing in livestock deaths. AYII protects 
farmers against the damage to the 
insured growing crops due to exces-
sive rainfall, flood, frost, hail dam-
age, excessive heat wave, windstorm, 
uncontrollable pest and diseases, and 
drought, and pays out claims to farm-
ers when the average yield in their 
area falls below a set level, regardless 
of the actual yield on each client’s 
farm.

The three finalists have been selected 
after a multi-month evaluation process 
which began when the Award process 
launched in mid-March with a short pre-
liminary application form used to verify 
eligibility and basic relevance and inno-
vation. 41 organisations from 27 coun-

tries applied to this preliminary round, 
including 18 non-bank financial institu-
tions, 5 banks, 4 NGOs, 2 cooperatives/
credit unions, 2 insurance companies, 
2 networks/associations, 2 social enter-
prises, 2 companies, 1 technical service 
provider, 1 private foundation, 1 insur-
ance broker, and 1 agricultural organi-
sation. 

ASKI is an MFI in the Philippines that 
builds clients’ resilience to climate 
change by focusing on disaster pre-
paredness at the institutional and 
community level. Besides frequent 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and 
tsunamis, the Philippines is also sig-
nificantly affected by climate change, 
including increasing frequency and 
severity of typhoons, rising tempera-
tures, rising sea levels, flooding and 
landslides. As a consequence, many of 
ASKI’s clients have experienced severe 
damages or total loss of their produce 
or assets, leading to bankruptcy and 
default. ASKI has increased disaster 
preparedness in several ways, includ-
ing the setup of a Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion team; publication of a guidebook 
on Disaster Risk Reduction and Busi-
ness Continuity Planning for MFIs; 
the establishment of a resiliency fund 
with dedicated client savings intended 
for disaster relief and recovery; crea-
tion of rehabilitation loans and bridge 
loans for heavily affected clients, with 
a grace period and lower interest rate 
and fees); and enrolment of clients in 
micro-insurance products to mitigate 
risk. 

APA, ASKI and 
FDL Selected as 
Three European 
Microfinance 
Award Finalists 
for Strengthening 
Resilience to 
Climate Change

* https://gain.nd.edu/our-work/country-index/
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26 of these organisations proceeded 
to the more comprehensive Round 2, 
providing much greater detail about 
their initiative, including supporting 
documentary and financial data. The 
initiatives they presented were diverse, 
including innovations in index insur-
ance, improved agricultural practices, 
value chain development, enhanced 
nutrition, education, clean energy, use 
of technology such as geo data, and dis-
aster preparedness.

A Preselection Committee conducted a 
further evaluation round and then for-
warded 18 of these 26 to the Selection 
Committee, composed of 18 experts, 
including members of the European 
Microfinance Platform (e-MFP), the Lux-
embourg Ministry of Foreign and Euro-
pean Affairs and the Inclusive Finance 
Network Luxembourg (InFiNe.lu). The 
Selection Committee evaluated the ini-
tiatives against a rigorous evaluation 
framework, and selected APA, ASKI and 
FDL as the three Award finalists.

It’s been very rewarding to learn about 
what the finalists, semi-finalists and 
other applicants are doing to drive this 
work forward, and it’s clear that the 
financial inclusion sector has an enor-
mous and important role to play in 
increasing the resilience of vulnerable 
communities to the effects of climate 
change. This role can include provid-
ing loans for investments in irrigation, 
drought resistant seeds or other adap-
tive solutions; writing insurance policies 
to support greater resilience to shocks; 
using remittance and transfer services to 
funnel aid in the aftermath of climate-
related natural disasters; or facilitating 
clients’ long-term financial planning, 
including via savings products, to help 
them build more adaptable economic 
activities. 

Financial services aimed at increas-
ing resilience may be complemented  

Financiera Fondo de Desarrollo 
Local (FDL) is an MFI in Nicaragua 
that has responded to the conse-
quences of climate change by pro-
viding local interventions to increase 
not only clients’ resiliency, but also 
the resilience of the ecosystem. Cli-
mate change impacts the agricultural 
sector in particular due to irregu-
lar cycles of droughts and floods, 
increasingly extreme temperatures, 
and initial desertification – reducing  
yields and lowering farmers’ capacity  
to pay. FDL’s “Green Microfinance-
Plus Program” reduces transaction 
costs, combines TA with payments for 
ecological services and adapted loans 
for water-harvesting and irrigation 
systems, and incorporates silvopas-
toral agroforestry models for the 
intensification of cattle production 
based on integrated and sustainable 
natural processes, including pasture 
improvement, seed management 
and diversification, and soil conserva-
tion. To achieve this, FDL offers three 
products: loans for green microfi-
nance in the coffee/cacao highlands; 
loans for the ‘Dry Corridor’ to foster 
mitigation and adaptation practices; 
and loans for agroforestry-related 
income diversification activities.

by non-financial products and services  
that fill capacity gaps. This can involve: 
awareness-raising and understanding 
of climate risks through technical assis-
tance and training; promoting construc-
tion standards that increase resilience 
to flooding and high winds; and incor-
porating climate risk assessments and 

forecasts of extreme weather into insti-
tutional planning – then helping clients 
use the data in their economic activities. 
All these approaches increase prepared-
ness for future shocks, helping clients 
manage these shocks without resorting 
to costly coping strategies, such as tak-
ing on unsustainable levels of debt, or 
selling productive assets.

The e-MFP team would like to thank and 
commend all the applicants and wish 
special congratulations to the seven 
other semi-finalists  and three finalists. 
It is an overused cliché but even getting 
this far in a competitive and demand-
ing process is a success in itself, and, as 
always, the ten finalists and semi-final-
ists will be profiled in our publication 
the European Dialogue to be published 
next April.

We would also like to thank the Prese-
lection and Selection Committees for 
their support in what is an extremely 
demanding and complex task. Finally, 
we wholeheartedly congratulate APA, 
ASKI and FDL and wish them good luck 
at the High Jury in November.

The Other European Microfinance 
Award 2019 semi-finalists: 

Action for Social Advancement 
(ASA), India; 
Agronomika Finance 
Corporation, Philippines; 
Cooperativa de Ahorro y Crédito 
Fondesurco, Peru; 
Cooperativa de Ahorro y Credito 
Norandino, Peru (SP); 
Muktinath Bikas Bank Ltd., Nepal; 
Tinh Thuong Microfinance 
Institution (TYM), Vietnam; 
VisionFund, Myanmar.
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European Microfinance Week 2019 
(EMW), taking place on 20th – 22nd 
November, is coming up fast and prepa-
rations are in full swing. e-MFP is proud 
to host the top event in the microfinance 
calendar renowned as a unique meeting 
point for all professionals working in 
the inclusive finance sector worldwide. 
With an unparalleled program and pres-
tigious speakers, EMW is widely recog-
nised for its high quality sessions and 
excellent networking opportunities. 
Last year’s event attracted 450 partici-
pants from 69 countries – leading global 
experts, policy-makers and investors 
from the financial inclusion sector. 

EMW is a member-driven event which 
takes the pulse of the industry. Each 
year, following a request for propos-
als for sessions from e-MFP members, 
the Secretariat works with members to 
create the conference programme and 
we’re very excited about the EMW 2019 
line-up. On 20th November, the first 
day of the conference as always will be 
‘Action Group’ Day, where our special-
ised working groups meet to build on 
their months of work by holding in-
depth discussions and training on their 
focus topics such as human capacity 
development, measuring contribution 
to the SDGs and green smart finance.

During 21st and 22nd November, we offer 
a fantastic line-up with three plenaries: 

EUROPEAN MICROFINANCE WEEK 

European Microfinance Week 2019
– Connecting the Inclusive Finance World 

Strengthening resilience to climate change through 
financial inclusion

Featuring the finalists of the European Microfinance Award 
2019 (APA of Kenya, ASKI of the Philippines & Financiera Fondo 
de Desarrollo Local (FDL) of Nicaragua ) and which kicks off 
with a keynote address by Tim McDonnell, Journalist and 
National Geographic Explorer, on the growing effects of 
climate change on migration, with insights, stories and images  
from his investigations in the field.

Protecting the working poor in the 21st century through 
responsible finance

Craig Churchill, 
Chief Social Finance 
Programme at the 
International Labour 
Organization (ILO)

Gerhard Coetzee, 
Lead Customer 
Value at CGAP

Timothy N Ogden, 
Managing Direc-
tor of the Financial 
Access Initiative at 
NYU-Wagner

Guy Stuart, 
Executive Director 
at Microfinance 
Opportunities

Roshaneh Zafar, 
Founder Kashf Foun-
dation (Pakistan) 

Mayada El-Zoghbi, 
Managing Director 
CFI

Responsible client choices  
in finance: whose responsibility is it? 
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European  
Microfinance  
Week 2019  
Sponsors:

With the support of

Silver sponsors

Other sponsors

Media partners

Interested in sponsoring this year’s 
event and positioning your organisation 
at the forefront of the inclusive finance 
sector?  The e-MFP Secretariat would 
be happy to discuss the opportunities 
available, contact@e-mfp.euThere’s plenty more in store with more than 25 sessions covering pioneering topics 

such as: 

Accelerating responsible digital transformation through impact investing; 

Financing access to education, how to make it work; 

Leveraging data to promote climate resilient agriculture; 

Partners or adversaries? Creating efficiencies through collaboration; 

From social intent to social impact: measuring outcomes; 

Atlas data platform: A new ‘one-stop-shop’ for the sector; 

Improving financial health;  

Financial inclusion in Bangladesh; 

Risky business: mitigating child labour & unsafe work practices; 

Managing cyber security risks; 

Climate disaster relief for sustainable resilience; 

Innovative business models in energy; 

Pursuing financial inclusion through ethical banking; 

Refugee finance; 
 
Challenges of climate change & opportunities for financial inclusion; 
 
Opportunities for gender inclusion via Fintech;

Safety nets and long term plans:how to encourage savings;

Investing in climate change resilience;
 
Financing cooperatives – the good, the bad and the ugly!

We also look forward to hearing the announcement of the winner of the European 
Microfinance Award 2019 ‘Strengthening resilience to climate change’ during the 
ceremony at the European Investment Bank on 21st November, to which all EMW 
participants are invited.

For more information and to register visit www.e-mfp.eu. 
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NEWS FROM THE SECRETARIAT

The e-MFP General Meeting of Mem-
bers (GMM) takes place in the frame-
work of EMW on 20th November from 
16.15 – 17.45. During the GMM vot-
ing will also take place for this year’s 
vacant e-MFP Board seats (further 
information will be sent to members 
in the coming weeks). We invite all our 
members to take part and contribute 
to the future direction of your net-
work.

Save the Date - General Meeting of Members 
20th November 2019

Current e-MFP Board

Gemma Cavaliere attended ‘Have we lost 
Belgium? The story of our missing forests 
and what we can do about it’, organised 
by our member LMDF on 27th June. 

On 2nd July Christoph Pausch participated 
in the annual General Meeting of our 

member InFiNe.lu which was also the 
opportunity to officially screen their new 
video produced for InFiNe.lu’s 5th anniver-
sary demonstrating inclusive finance, and 
InFiNe.lu’s and the Grand Duchy of Lux-
embourg’s role in the sector. 

The e-MFP Secretariat attended an infor-
mation event on 3rd July organised by 
LMDF on their projects and activities.

On 4th July Gemma Cavaliere participated 
in a meeting of the CERISE working group 
on Social Business.

e-MFP out & about

© InFiNe.lu

©  LMDF
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e-MFP took part in the InFiNe.lu event 
“EIB and Inclusive Finance” on 10th July 
during which the EIB presented its inclu-
sive finance activities.

Daniel Rozas attended the launch of 
MIMOSA Report - Pakistan, organised 
by the Pakistan Microfinance Network 
in Karachi on 23rd August. This marks an 
important milestone for the MIMOSA 
Project, as it is the first time a report 
was commissioned by and implemented 
in partnership with a local microfinance 
association, and co-financed by the Paki-
stan Microfinance Investment Company 
and Proparco. We look forward to more 
collaborations like this with other local 
partners.

Since 2014 e-MFP has partnered with 
the Microfinance Barometer with active 
involvement by Gabriela Erice as a mem-
ber of its Editorial Committee. On 5th 
September the 2019 edition ’10 years 
already! A look back at the trends in 
microfinance’ was launched. e-MFP is 
not only a proud partner, but also a con-
tributor – read our article ‘(Micro)finance 
for Resilience: Helping Clients Adapt to 
Climate Change’ on page 14. Gemma 
Cavaliere attended the launch and the 
Convergences World Forum where the 
Barometer was presented.

On 11th September the e-MFP Secretar-
iat once again acted as an exam centre 

for the Development Finance eCampus 
online programmes offered by e-MFP 
member Frankfurt School of Finance & 
Management.

Daniel Rozas was a speaker at the confer-
ence ‘Financing access to housing: a chal-
lenge for financial institutions’ organised 
by our member AFD in Paris on 25th Sep-
tember. The conference addressed issues 
such as what are the main constraints 
faced by financial institutions to provide 
access to housing finance and how can 
they overcome them with innovative 
solutions?

e-MFP joined Luxembourg’s impact 
investing players and supporters at our 
member LMDF’s Impact Ecosystem event 
held 1st October. The event turned the 
spotlight on where business/finance con-
verge with social/environmental impact 
and highlighted how the triple bottom 
line of People, Planet, Profit is driving 
new dimensions of value creation.

© InFiNe.lu
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Research on microfinance is being pro-
duced by scholars from various fields, 
such as finance, economics, develop-
ment, and management. The new vol-
ume A Research Agenda for Financial 
Inclusion and Microfinance, edited by 
the three co-directors of the Centre for 
European Research on Microfinance 
(CERMi), Marek Hudon, Marc Labie, 
and Ariane Szafarz1 and published with 
Edward Elgar, addresses microfinance 
practices, institutions, and markets with 
a multidisciplinary perspective. Contri-
butions from renowned experts present 
key issues on microfinance and financial 
inclusion and point the way ahead for 
future research. 

This Research Agenda provides a state-
of-the-art overview of the scholarly lit-
erature on microfinance and financial 
inclusion, and it also suggests novel and 
relevant research topics. In the introduc-
tory chapter, the editors outline how 
research in microfinance and financial 
inclusion evolved together with field 
practices. The four stages of life of the 
microfinance sector up to now match 
the four steps in research develop-
ment: genesis, childhood, adolescence, 
and maturity, pointing toward the 
mainstreaming of scholarly research on 
financial inclusion and microfinance.

The rest of the book has four parts. The 
first, entitled “Framing Research on 
Microfinance and Financial Inclusion,” 
explains how debate on microfinance is 
part of the most recent global and criti-

cal reflections on social enterprises (Jon-
athan Morduch and Timothy Ogden), 
hybrid organisations (Brian Hathaway 
and Tyler Wry), normative approaches 
(Isabelle Guérin, Solène Morvant-Roux 
and Jean-Michel Servet) and impact 
studies (Maren Duvendack). 

The second part, “Social, Environmental 
and Financial Performance,” focusses 
on the assessment of social, financial 
and environmental ‘bottom lines’. Bert 
D’Espallier and Jann Goedecke warn of 
the limitations of commonly used prox-
ies for social performance. Johan Bas-

tiaensen, Frédéric Huybrechs, and Gert 
Van Hecken focus on environmental 
sustainability. Valentina Hartaska and 
Denis Nadolnyak discuss the efficiency 
and productivity of microfinance insti-
tutions.

In the third part, “Targets for Financial 
Inclusion,” Laurent Weill explains the 
potentials and limits of Islamic micro-
finance. Adriana Garcia and Robert 
Lensink discuss the merits of jointly 
providing financial and non-financial 
services to the poor, sometimes called 
“microfinance plus,” while Anastasia 

A Research Agenda for Financial Inclusion 
and Microfinance, a new book edited by 
Marek Hudon, Marc Labie and Ariane Szafarz

FORUM

FORUM

The CERMi team
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Cozarenco and Ariane Szafarz connect 
the microfinance niche in industrial-
ised countries, or “microfinance in the 
North,” to social finance.

In the fourth part, “Institutional and 
Technological Design,” Roy Mersland, 
Stephen Zamore, Kwame Ohene Djan, 
and Tigist Woldetsadik Sommeno 
review the internationalisation of the 
microfinance industry. Niels Hermes 
addresses the issue of governance, and 
Baptiste Venet summarises the state of 
knowledge in the promising field of Fin-
Tech and financial inclusion. 

Academic research on microfinance and 
financial inclusion has evolved tremen-

dously over the last decade. By keeping 
an open mind and a critical perspective, 
research helps practitioners develop 
meaningful innovations and avoid pit-
falls. Therefore, this Research Agenda 
can also be seen as an invitation to PhD 
students and new researchers to join the 
fascinating field of financial inclusion 
and microfinance.

“A Research Agenda for Financial 
Inclusion and Microfinance” is avail-
able at a special discount price for  
e-MFP members & friends using the  
code HUDO35 when you order at  
https://bit.ly/2m4zpGN
 

CERMi (Centre Européen de Recherche 
en Microfinance / Centre for Euro-
pean Research in Microfinance), 
draws together researchers, involved 
in microfinance activities in develop-
ing countries, from the Centre Emile 
Bernheim (Solvay Brussels School of 
Economics and Management, Uni-
versité Libre de Bruxelles) and from 
the Warocqué School of Business and 
Economics (Université de Mons). The 
CERMi also collaborates with the Euro-
pean Microfinance Programme.

CERMi’s team is composed of a direc-
tion committee of the three professor 
co-authors of the book and of 8 PhD 
students, 3 Post-doctoral fellows and 
more than 30 international associate 
researchers. 

CERMi’s mission is to promote aca-
demic research in order to support the 
key stakeholders in the microfinance 
industry: NGOs, cooperatives, donors, 
investment funds and financial institu-
tions, and to develop suitable frame-
works to critically examine existing 
microfinance practices.

1  MAREK HUDON (mhudon@ulb.ac.be) is a professor of social innovation and ethical management at the Solvay Brussels School of Economics and 

Management (SBS-EM), Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), Belgium. MARC LABIE (Marc.LABIE@umons.ac.be) is a professor of organization studies 

and management at the Warocqué School of Business and Economics of the University of Mons (UMONS). ARIANE SZAFARZ (ariane.szafarz@ulb.

ac.be) is a professor of finance and mathematics at the SBS-EM, ULB, Belgium.
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

When conventional microfinance provid-
ers consider their future in digital finan-
cial services (DFS), many are anxious. Do 
we have the expertise to digitalise? The 
resources? Is this something our customers 
will value? 

More often than not, financial service pro-
viders (FSPs) find that they cannot take 
the digital journey alone and they opt to 
partner with fintechs as a way to ease their 
transition into DFS and offer greater value 
to customers. Whether the FSP is actively 
seeking such a partnership, or they view 
fintechs with suspicion, most acknowledge 
the potential advantages of a symbiotic 
partnership.

During Inclusive Digital Future: A Summit 
on Responsible Finance in Action2 – a four-
day event co-hosted by SPTF and Smart 
Campaign in June – responsible digital 
transformation was a leading topic. Our 
expert speakers had a lot to say about 
what makes a good FSP-fintech partner-
ship. Their advice to FSPs was both practi-
cal and optimistic: 

1. Don’t skip the partnership. “There is so 
much to be gained by partnering with 
the right fintech,” encouraged Accion’s 
Raliat Sunmonu. “Yes, there are hidden 
dangers – for example, will this partner 
become a competitor in a few years? But 
when done right – when there’s a clear 
business case in favor of the partnership 
and a shared vision – it is invaluable.”

2. Find fintechs that share your goals. It’s 
critical that your fintech partners share 
your commitment to customer centric-
ity. Make sure there is a clear value prop-
osition for customers – the tech solution 
should solve a problem or create a new 
opportunity that your customers actu-
ally need. Ted Pantone provided an 
example from his fintech, Turaco3: “The 
amazing banks Turaco works with  
know that their customers really want 
insurance, and they know that digital 
insurance is not the core business of  
the bank. They work with us to jump 
ahead 10 years in their ability to deliver 
great digital insurance products to their 
customers.”

3. Know how it benefits YOU. A partner-
ship will fail unless both parties benefit 
financially from the arrangement, have 
the same vision, and are very clear about 
who has access to the client and in what 
context. MSC’s Anup Singh advised FSPs 
to analyze several key aspects before 
developing partnerships, including: 
availability and skill sets of partners, 
willingness to partner, and synergies, 
compatibility and aligned partnership 
incentives. 

To see more from these experts, read the 
session notes from Plenary 2: “Models for 
Responsible Digital Transformation”. 

2  https://bit.ly/2J9z6Wn
3  https://www.myturaco.com
4  https://bit.ly/2mauZhF

Pragmatic Partnerships for Digital: 
Advice from the Field
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NEW MEMBER

The University of Paris-Dauphine was 
founded in Paris, France, in 1968. It rep-
resents a big research community of 
more than 1800 staff members and it is 
widely recognised for promoting mul-
tidisciplinary education and scientific 
knowledge in economics, law, computer 
science, mathematics, management, sci-
ence, political science, and sociology. 
The University is also part of the PSL 
(Paris Sciences et Lettres) network.

The Institution has two teams of 
researchers specifically working on 
financial inclusion and poverty reduc-
tion. The first team is the Economic 
Research laboratory of the Paris-Dau-

phine University – LEDa for “Labora-
toire d’Économie de Dauphine”, which 
focuses on themes of research such as 
financial intermediation (including digi-
tal money and DFS), finance, insurance, 
microeconomics and financial mac-
roeconomics. The second one is DIAL 
(http://en.dial.ird.fr/) which is exclu-
sively devoted to research in the Global 
South. Moreover the unit leads the Euro-
pean project NOPOOR which is aimed 
at bringing a holistic multi-disciplinary 
approach on the fight against poverty 
specific to the Global South. The unit 
can count on a team of around 100 sci-
entists from around the world and their 
expertise lies in areas of research such 

as inequality and poverty, internal and 
international migration, impact evalua-
tion and public policy.
 
The University of Paris-Dauphine was 
the host and main organiser of this 
year’s 6th European Research Confer-
ence on Microfinance held during 3rd to 
5th  June.

More information can be found at:  

https://www.dauphine.psl.eu/fr/index.html

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In September, BlueOrchard hosted their bi-annual Breakfast 
Events in Zurich and Geneva. This time with a focus on private 
equity in impact investing. Along the agriculture value chain, 
decision makers are forced to take agronomic decisions based 
on indications. Available data is limited and difficult to inter-
pret. BlueOrchard’s latest partner company, AgriTask, provides 
a solution which is shaping the future of farming. During the 
event, Ofir Ardon, AgriTasks’ CEO, shared first-hand insights 
into the company’s unique offering, their remarkable growth, 
and how they ultimately contribute to reducing the vulnerabil-
ity of millions of farmers to extreme weather events. In addi-
tion, current industry developments and updates about 
BlueOrchard were presented.   
For more information and the agenda for the Breakfast Event in Zurich visit 

https://www.blueorchard.com/blueorchard-breakfast-event-zurich-8/

and for the Breakfast Event in Geneva visit 

https://www.blueorchard.com/blueorchard-breakfast-event-geneva-7/

Women’s World Banking will hold the next edition of the 
Making Finance Work for Women Summit in Singapore on 
October 22nd – 23rd, 2019, at the Pan Pacific Hotel. More than 
300 global leaders from the financial services, investor, philan-
thropy, policy and technology communities will come together 
to examine key issues and innovations in financial inclusion for 

women. Hands-on workshops, plenary sessions, global 
research, networking and more will allow participants to learn 
and share with each other.
For more information visit https://bit.ly/31MjkoR or contact Christina 

Anand (ca@womensworldbanking.org). 

From October 21st to 25th, ADA will organise the SAM (African 
Microfinance Week) at the Conference Center of Ouaga 2000 
(Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso). This 2019 edition appears to 
break all records for the number of sponsors, partners, train-
ings, workshops, speakers, exhibitors, innovators and inves-
tors! As a new and special event we’d like to mention the 
UNCDF / SAM night, on Wednesday October 23rd a TED format 
talk-show featuring high level representatives from UNCDF 
and the digital world. We’d also like to highlight the Gala Din-
ner on October 24th celebrating ADA’s 25th anniversary.

Indeed this year is a very special one for ADA which will  
celebrate its anniversary not only during the SAM but also on 
20th November in Luxembourg, during European Microfinance 
Week. In association with e-MFP, ADA will take advantage of 
the presence of microfinance professionals to discuss and cel-
ebrate the future of inclusive finance in presence of the Minis-
ter Paulette Lenert.
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During African Microfinance Week the following trainings 
take place:

Training on Responsible Digital Transformation, 21 October 
2019: SPTF and Amarante Consulting are co-organising a full-
day training on responsible digital transformation. This is an 
introductory level training designed for financial service pro-
viders that are either already offering digital services or are 
considering doing so, and would like to make sure that their 
new processes and policies retain and even reinforce their 
focus on adding value for clients. In French only.

Training and Peer Exchange for Certified SPI Auditors and 
Smart Assessors, 24 October 2019: SPTF and CERISE are co-
organising a full-day training in which experience SPI4 audi-
tors and assessors will review the SPI4 audit tool and associated 
resources and provide feedback on what works well in the 
practice and what elements might need to be revised or 
updated to reflect our current context and understanding of 
best practices. In French only.  

Introduction to Responsible Inclusive Finance, 25 October 
2019: SPTF is leading a full-day training that introduces key 
concepts, tools, and resources, in responsible inclusive finance, 
including the Universal Standards and the SPI4 tool. Through a 
mix of case studies, lecture, and interactive exercises, partici-
pants will learn how the implementation of the Universal 
Standards is good both for creating client value and for rein-
forcing the financial sustainability of a financial service pro-
vider.  In French and English. 
For more information visit 

https://www.ada-microfinance.org/en/agenda-sam-2019 

or contact Amelia Greenberg (ameliagreenberg@sptf.info) to learn more.

Pathways towards greater impact: improving your MFI’s insur-
ance offering, 24th October: The Microinsurance Network 
(MiN), with the support of the ILO’s Impact Insurance Facility 
will organise a training workshop. MFIs can be one of the most 
effective channels for delivering microinsurance, given their 

trust-based relationship with low-income communities and 
infrastructure to provide financial services. Unfortunately, 
many MFIs do not offer insurance products and of those that 
do, nearly half offer standard credit-life products only. This 
training seeks to guide financial institutions in improving their 
microinsurance offering through an examination of the expe-
riences of MFIs that have successfully evolved their microinsur-
ance products, processes and institutional models to improve 
the value proposition for clients and their own business viabil-
ity. 
For more information visit 

https://www.ada-microfinance.org/en/agenda-sam-2019

“Solidarity cents” is an operation launched by the Grameen 
Crédit Agricole Foundation, Crédit Agricole SA and Crédit 
Agricole Centre-est to finance social impact projects by mobi-
lising the staff of Crédit Agricole. This year’s beneficiary pro-
ject will be, for the second consecutive year, a programme of 
Entrepreneurs du Monde that supports entrepreneurship pro-
jects in favour of refugees, single parents and homeless per-
sons in Lyon. The launch event will be held on 4th November in 
the Campus of Crédit Agricole in Montrouge, with the partici-
pation of one of the entrepreneurs supported by the pro-
gramme. 
More information about last year’s operation can be found at 

https://bit.ly/2kG5Pa9

In 2019, the Microinsurance Network’s (MiN) Consultative 
Forums explore how insurance providers, policymakers, insur-
ance regulators and supervisors can collaborate to reduce the 
protection gap and help to build resilience in the face of cli-
mate risk and natural disasters. The 17th Consultative Forum, 
4th November in Dhaka, Bangladesh, ‘Climate and disaster risk: 
building resilience, bridging the protection gap’ provides a 
platform for dialogue between these stakeholders, as well as 
the opportunity to meet with and learn from colleagues and 
experts involved in disaster risk reduction and climate change 
adaptation from Asia and other regions.
For more information visit https://bit.ly/2Z4fk5d

With the support of: 
 20th November    

 e-MFP General Meeting of Members 

 20th – 22nd November    

 European Microfinance Week, Luxembourg  

 21st November    

 European Microfinance Award Ceremony, Luxembourg 
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