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CTA 
• Technical Centre for Agriculture and 

Rural Cooperation (CTA)  
EU – ACP joint institution, 1983, based in 
Netherlands 

 

• Mission 

advance food and nutritional security  

increase prosperity 

encourage sound natural resource 
management 

• Via 

Agribusiness, value chains 

information and knowledge/ICT, 

nutrition, climate change 

 

Youth in agriculture 

 = cross-cutting issue 



Some data on youth/employment 

Up to 60% of young people in 
developing countries are  either 
without work, not studying, or 
engaged in irregular 
employment (Jacqui Kew, GEM, 
2015) – ILO rates lower consider 
specific variables 

More than 20% of youth in 

Africa have between 15 to 

24 

 In 2005, 62% of Africa’s 

overall population fell below 

the age of 25 (World Bank 

2008) – if we consider the 

youth age limit up to 35, this 

statistic is higer 

ILO report on « Global 

Employment Trends » notes 

that the vulnerable 

employment rate in Sub-

Saharan Africa was 74.7% 

Youth unemployement in 

ACP countries varies 

between 10% and 50% 

(considering various youth 

age range) 

Most youth businesses do 

not create jobs -> 88% of 

young businesses in Malawi 

created 0 job (IDRC, GEM, 

2015) 





 
 

“Winning Pitch Agrihack 
will help me better serve 
rural women 
cooperatives” 

AWA CABA, founder of Sooretul 

HELPING YOUNG PEOPLE 

DEVELOP THEIR DIGITAL 

AGRIBUSINESSES 



 
 

“I created a mobile 
wallet for smallholder 
farmers – I would have 
enjoyed using that as a 

young boy!” 
GERALD OTIM, ENSIBUUKO 

MOBIS, A PLATFORM 

FACILITATING ACCESS TO 

FINANCE FOR FARMERS 

Used by 400 000  
farmers via 

SACCOs 
(Uganda) 

Operations in 
many countries 



Process & impact of AgriHack Talent initiative 

Photo credit: CIFOR 

 Collab with 
26 incubators 

+ 1 million 
Euros by 
investors 

+ 600 000 
farmers/user

s reached  

+ 600 young 
innovators  

 

1 
• Multistakeholder collaboration/ incubators/ 

others 

2 • Competitions in various phases 

3 
• Training at boot camp (finance, business 

model,..)  

4 • Showcasing finalists’ apps (Pitching Day)  

5 • Linkage with investors, networking 

6 • Support for scale-up, linkage with market 

7 
• Documentation/promotion 



Thanks 

lohento@cta.int 

 

www.cta.int 

www.facebook.com/ardyis  


