
FIVE YEARS OF MICROFINANCE PARTNERSHIP 
FOR THE SOUTH

The European Microfinance Platform (e-MFP) was founded 

in 2006 with the strong support of the Luxembourg Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs – Directorate for Development Coopera-

tion, following the first European Microfinance Week held 

during the International Year of Microcredit, 2005.

The idea behind the Platform was to bring together  

European microfinance organisations that work in develop-

ing countries to share their ideas and experiences. The found-

ing organisations shared the vision that microfinance should 

take an innovative and inclusive approach and that the e-MFP 

would represent the focal point of microfinance in Europe. 

The main objective of e-MFP is to strengthen synergy be-

tween members. e-MFP does not intend to do itself what 

is better done by its members. It has a very light structure 

with a staff of only three people and plays a catalyst role in 

facilitating  its membership to work together. 

Fostering practical collaboration and joint initiatives be-

tween members heightens their efficiency and enables them 

to act more effectively in the developing countries in which 

they work. This in turn, ensures that through our members, 

microfinance’s impact on poverty reduction is maximised.

How it all began
Source: Harm Haverkort for Terrafina Microfinance

The current e-MFP Board
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Founded at the end of 2006 with only  
20 members, e-MFP now has more 
than 135 members, all support-
ing microfinance in developing  
countries. Together these mem-
bers represent a considerable 
force in terms of experience, 
skills and funding capac-
ity. But the Platform’s true 
strength stems from its 
diversity: our multi-stake-
holder membership base. 
Back in 2006 it seemed 
idealistic to bring together 
“competitors” from the 27 
countries of the European Un-
ion, but it seemed even more 
idealistic to unite NGOs with 

banks, universities, development 
agencies, and multilateral insti-

tutions. And yet, in only five 
years, e-MFP has proved that 

a multi-cultural stakehold-
er platform is not an un-
attainable ideal; quite 
the contrary. e-MFP 
has become the larg-
est multi-stakeholder 
platform in the micro-
finance sector and the 
scope of its member-
ship lends weight to 

e-MFP’s voice as the le-
gitimate representative 

of the European microfi-
nance sector. 

MeMbersHip –  
growing in nuMbers and diversity
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Now in its seventh year, this is one of the 
largest and certainly the most significant 
microfinance event in Europe, gather-
ing e-MFP members and other impor-
tant actors in microfinance (in 2010 over 
350 participants from 50 countries) The 
event brings the industry together to dis-
cuss important developments in the sec-
tor and its outcomes help to shape the 
global approach to microfinance.

EuropEan 
MicrofinancE 
WEEk

knoWlEdgE dEvElopMEnt
e-MFP hosts several Action Groups: Ru-
ral Outreach and Innovation; the Legal 
Framework for Microfinance Funds in 
Europe; Making Microfinance Invest-
ments Responsible; Research in Micro-
finance, Youth and Financial Inclusion, 
etc. These Action Groups provide a 
unique cross-sector forum (e.g. NGOs 
together with banks and governmental 
bodies) to advance microfinance innova-
tion and understanding and to contrib-
ute to a positive evolution of the sector.  
The outcomes of these Action Groups 
have been shared in e-MFP’s widely dis-
seminated journal ‘European Dialogue’.  
e-MFP also now hosts a members’ space 
on its website to facilitate ongoing 
discussions and publishes many other 
publications for microfinance practitio-
ners (in 2011 an impressive number of 
14 new publications were published). 
The e-MFP Newsletter is distributed four 

times a year in paper and electronic  
format. It contains news of e-MFP’s and 
its member’s activities and timely articles 
on the hot topics of the sector. The Eu-
ropean Microfinance Actors Directory is 
a Who’s Who of European microfinance 
actors who are working in develop-
ing countries, giving a comprehensive  
overview of the microfinance sector. It is 
a unique and invaluable reference tool.
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rEsEarch 
and sharEd 
lEarning

In addition to the shared learning ini-
tiatives, e-MFP has helped push micro-
finance up the agenda in European 
policy making and the media. For ex-
ample, e-MFP tabled amendments to 
the EU’s draft directive on Alternative 
Investment Fund Managers to make it 
applicable to the microfinance sector – 
contributing to its development and 
regulation. e-MFP participates, on  
behalf of its members, in consultation 
processes on microfinance and repre-
sents European microfinance at impor-
tant conferences. In July 2011 the  
e-MFP Chairman was invited to address 
the G20 at a high-level seminar in the 
French Senate. This microfinance semi-
nar was part of the official agenda of 
the G20 which was a great success for 
the microfinance sector. e-MFP was 
also very proud that the UN General 
Assembly highlighted in a meeting  

on 13th October 2010, e-MFP’s role as  
a platform facilitating exchange be-
tween European stakeholders working 
in developing countries and promoting 
best microfinance policies. At the clos-
ing session of the European Micro- 
finance Week 2010 the future of the 
microfinance sector was examined, 
particularly in light of the crisis in India. 
A statement prepared by the e-MFP 
Board and Secretariat and endorsed by 
all participants of the conference was 
issued and was well received in the  
microfinance sector as a timely, coordi-
nated response from the European  
microfinance community. In addition  
e-MFP has developed excellent rela-
tions with the European insitutions 
and is represented in numerous gov-
erning bodys of other influential mi-
crofinance initiatives.

Research is a critical element for e-MFP 
which ensures an objective understand-
ing of microfinance’s impact on poverty 
and fosters innovation in the sector. As 
a community, we need research to gain 
new perspective, question ourselves, 
find out if our actions are relevant to 
our poverty-reduction objectives and if 
they are achieving genuine impact. 

Before the foundation of the European 
Microfinance Platform, European uni-
versities were practically absent from 
microfinance, particularly in terms of 
research. Since 2006, progress has been 
considerable. European researchers in 
microfinance have started networking 
with each other in the framework of  
e-MFP, establishing a directory, co-au-
thoring papers, designing joint research 
projects and, in 2009 and 2011 e-MFP 
together with the CERMi (B) and the 
University of Groningen (NL), has or-
ganized two big conferences on re-
search in microfinance, attended by 
hundreds of researchers from universi-
ties across Europe and developing 
countries. e-MFP is very proud that the 
First European Research Conference on 
Microfinance, organised by CERMi in 
collaboration with e-MFP, was awarded 
a prize by the Belgian Fonds Wernaers 
pour la Recherche et la Diffusion des 
Connaissances.

Visibility 
and support 
in EuropE

e-MFP Chairman Marc Bichler at G20 Symposium



european MiCroFinanCe platForM
the european Microfinance platform [e-MFp] was founded formally in 2006. e-MFp is a growing network  
of over 130 organisations and individuals active in the area of  microfinance. its principal objective is 
to promote co-operation amongst european microfinance bodies working in developing countries, by  
facilitating communication and the exchange of information. it is a multi-stakeholder organisation 
representative of the european microfinance community. e-MFp members include banks, financial 
institutions, government agencies, ngos, consultancy firms, researchers and  universities.
e-MFp’s vision is to become the microfinance focal point in europe linking with the south through  
its members.

European Microfinance Platform (e-MFP)

Christoph Pausch, Executive Secretary

Niamh Watters, Information Officer

Juana Ramírez, Microfinance Expert

2 rue Sainte Zithe, L-2763 Luxembourg

Tel: +352 26 27 13 55, 

Fax: +352 45 68 68 68

contact@e-mfp.eu

e-MFP will continue to contribute to the 
ongoing development and innovation 
of the microfinance sector by maintain-
ing its knowledge sharing processes 
and providing thought leadership to 
the industry through the outcomes of 
these activities. e-MFP’s strategic priori-
ties for the next five years are: 

•	 	To continue to expand its member-
ship to encompass all microfinance 
players in Europe 

•	 	To facilitate and enhance ongoing 
knowledge sharing amongst mem-
bers

•	 	To push for microfinance to be a 
more prominent development and 
aid solution within European and 
Member State policy making, based 
on industry established best practice 

•	 	To engage with and drive debate 
on the benefits of microfinance 
amongst the public and the media; 
enhancing understanding and pro-
moting the perspectives and experi-
ences of its members. 

At the end of its first five years,  
e-MFP encourages its members and 
friends to continue their valuable 
work towards these goals. By sharing 
experiences and working together, we  
further the effective implementation 
of microfinance based on principles of 
responsibility and financial inclusion 
that reliably contributes towards the 
alleviation of poverty. 

tHe european  
MiCroFinanCe award

wHat next 
For e-MFp?

Convinced that microfinance is an  
important tool for poverty alleviation, 
the Luxembourg Ministry of Foreign  
Affairs - Development Cooperation an-
nounced the creation of the European 
Microfinance Award during the closing 
of the European Microfinance Week in 
Luxembourg, 2005. 

The European Microfinance Award is 
organised jointly every two years by the 
Luxembourg Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Directorate for Development Coopera-
tion, the Luxembourg Round Table on 
Microfinance and the European Micro-
finance Platform (e-MFP) to promote 
microfinance initiatives and highlight 
their contribution to the development 
of the sector.

The award recognises outstanding  
microfinance projects from organisa-
tions based in developing countries. It 
highlights valuable new approaches 
and techniques from different sectors 
of practices that other microfinance  
organisations can learn from. The 
award also helps to build relationships 
between the developing world and  
European microfinance actors. 

Past winning initiatives have highlighted 
the importance of ‘rural outreach’, ‘so-
cial performance’ and ‘value chain fi-
nance’, which were identified by e-MFP 
as important issues that should be 
moved up the microfinance agenda.

Source: Buusaa Gonofaa 

3rd European Microfinace Award


